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UNFPA Nigeria with support from West and Central African Regional Office organized the biggest ever conference of
Muslim religious leaders to discuss their role in demographic dividend. The two day conference was officially opened
by the Vice President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, Prof. Yemi Osibanjo. After the two day deliberation, the
leaders reached consensus around sensitive issues such as family planning and pledged to lead a radical social norm
change that will transform Nigeria.

VICE PRESIDENT YEMI OSIBANJO
CAUTIONS AGAINST POPULATION
TIME BOMB
Vice President Yemi Osibanjo has emphasised the need to support the growing population of Nigerian youth in order to ensure that they do not become a liability in the
future. Osibanjo stated this while formally declaring open the two-day forum which
particularly focused on Nigeria’s Muslim religious leaders. He pointed out that taking in
to consideration the statistics that Nigeria is the most populous nation in Africa, with an
estimated population of over 198 million that is expected to double by 2050, it is
important for the country to grow its economy to avoid a ‘population time bomb'. The
vice president said: in doing this, ‘individual families must be key to attaining a demographic dividend (DD) by ‘prioritising the education and health of their dependents.” He
said the federal government recognizes the importance of investing in the growing
economy and has therefore engaged over 5000 graduates in its social intervention and
empowerment scheme.
While acknowledging the role of both religious and traditional rulers in achieving a
population structure that would add value to Nigeria’s economy, the Vice President said
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they also have the responsibility to hold the government accountable, so that the nation's resources meets the needs of all Nigerians.
Minister of Health Prof. Isaac Adewole recalled that in 2017, the
federal government had launched a roadmap to harness the ‘demographic dividend'. He urged religious and traditional rulers to support
the drive to build an economically beneficial population.
The UNFPA Regional Director for West and Central African Region, Mr.
Mabingue Ngom, while welcoming the religious leaders, made a
strong case for demographic dividend and urged the Emirs to play
their critical role as community leaders and custodians of social
norms to help Nigeria move forward with the DD agenda.
Also speaking, The UNFPA, Regional Director for West and Central
Africa Region, represented by UNPFA Country Representative a.i , Dr.
Eugene Kongnyuy, explained that demographic dividend is the
economic growth that comes from a population structure with a
larger work force and less dependents. He said studies have shown
that Nigeria could reap DD, but it must invest in the education and
health of women and children.

MATERNAL HEALTH
SENATE MOVES TO MAKE HEALTH
INSURANCE COMPULSORY
The chairman of the Senate Committee on Health, Senator Lanre
Tejuoso revealed that the Nigerian senate is making progress in enacting a law to make health insurance compulsory. It is part of measures
to improve the health of all Nigerians, especially women and children.
Senator Tejuoso said the senate is already working on repealing the
National Health Insurance Act to provide for compulsory health
insurance. He however added that the NHIS must subsidize premium
payment for those that cannot afford it. The lawmaker emphasised
that it would be counterproductive to make health insurance compulsory without subsidising premium, explaining that most countries that
have reaped a demographic dividend in the area of health have
compulsory health insurance policy.
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KANO EMIRATE CHAMPIONS
END TO EARLY CHILD MARRIAGE
The Kano emirate in northern Nigeria has taken a bold step in reversing the
practice of early child marriage. The Emir of Kano, Muhammad Sanusi, was
represented at the two-day conference by the Talban Kano, Ahmed Ibrahim,
who said a significant milestone has been reached in its advocacy of the issue.
The Talban explained that the Emir has encouraged his subjects to get their
daughters properly educated before giving them out in marriage.
He said the Emir was worried over the increase in cases of Vesico Vaginal Fistula
and the girl child out of school syndrome arising from early marriage. "The Emir
has therefore established a VVF centre to cater for victims and has built a girls'
secondary school to enhance girl child education. These are the exemplary
measures he had taken for his subject to reflect and change for the better."
He also noted that the Emir is concerned over the way some men randomly
divorce their wives and then neglect their parental responsibilities. Talban said
that "he is therefore proposing a law to protect women and children and
discourage (the) recklessness of men against women."

FAMILY PLANNING
During a technical session on maternal health, Prof. Ahmad
Ragab from Egypt emphasised the importance of using contraceptives to prevent unwanted pregnancies, promote child
spacing and fertility transition.
Sharing from the experiences of other countries, Prof. Ragab said
Muslim countries that encourage the use of contraceptives are
enjoying the advantages of a cost-efficient population. He said
those opposed to it are quoting classical scholars whose times
were different to modern realities. Prof Ragab said classical
scholars wrote based on medical knowledge available at the
time, adding that the world has since advanced. He also called
for an end to female genital mutilation, which is harmful to the
girl children. He also called for delays in marriage in order to
prevent Vesico Vaginal Fistula.

ISLAM ENCOURAGES
WOMEN TO EARN A LIVING
At the technical session on gender equality, the Director General of
the Nigeria Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs, Prof. Salisu Shehu,
said Islam gives women the right to earn a living. He said that if
both men and women are enjoined to give zakat, then both can
earn a living to be able to pay zakat. He said Islam also confers on
women the right to inheritance and education. The NSCIA DG
however stated that, no matter how rich a woman is, it still the
duty of her husband to provide for her needs.
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PHOTO SPEAK
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UNFPA DEPUTY REP/REPRESENTATIVE A.I. -

HOW TO ACHIEVE DEMOGRAPHIC DIVIDENDS
IN NIGERIA
For Nigeria to enjoy demographic dividends, it must ensure a
significant reduction in fertility rate and improvement in life
expectancy. UNFPA Deputy Rep/Representative a.i. , Dr. Eugene
Kongnyuy explained that when fertility rate drops, it leads to
fewer numbers of children and an increase in the working
population. This significantly impacts on the nation's economy
and families.
He explained further that when life expectancy is guaranteed
through quality health services, it diminishes the tendency to
have so many children, as people are more certain that the few
children they have will survive.
Dr. Eugene also emphasised that the country must heavily invest
in education and ensure implementation of economic policies
that would create jobs.
He added that the country must ensure good governance and
create opportunities for women to work. While acknowledging
the role of religious and traditional rulers in reaping demographic dividends, the UNFPA Deputy Rep/Representative a.i.
explained that a country's population policy is determined by
the prevailing population structure. He cited Asian countries that
have reaped demographic dividends as a result of appropriate
population policies.

ECONOMICALLY EMPOWERED
WOMEN ARE GREAT ASSETS
Religious and traditional leaders must preach against all beliefs,
customs and traditions that stop women from advancing their
economic status. Speaking at a technical session on the role of
women's economic empowerment in attaining demographic
dividend, Hajia Hafsat Olokodana said when women are financially
buoyant, it reduces family pressures on husbands.
Hajia said a woman who is empowered will still contribute to
meeting the daily needs of the family. She added that husbands
should realise they face more tension trying to meet family demands
when their wives solely depend on them. Islam encourages women
to advance their economic status, she asserted.

"When a woman is empowered, she will contribute in
paying school fees and other
bills. We should therefore take
individual action to make a
change towards women empowerment."
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CHILD BIRTHS
Sheik Nurudeen Lemu's presentation tasked the
Ulamas and the Muslim leaders to shun crude
believes on child birth, urging them to embrace the
teachings and positions of experts - especially
health experts. He says the holy Quran supports
the Muslim faithful in seeking knowledge and, as
such, the faithful cannot ignore the researchers
and scientists who call for an end to producing
children that cannot be cared for. He insisted that
maternal and child mortality can be effectively
tackled when more of the population are educated.
Highlights from discussions with young people

Listed below are three Ps strategies presented by the speaker as crucial for youth
engagement:
Prevention - the enthusiasm of the young is essential when tied to the
wisdom of the old - it produces excellent results in development; young
people need to be coached on ways to manage successes and failures these will enable the filtering of information
Partnership in development is key
Participation - engaging the involvement of young Nigeria in advocacy
provides space to engage with policymakers in making decisions that
affect their lives.
Health discussions in Nigeria tend to neglect young people, forgetting that the
period of transition is important (lots of experimentation on Sexual Reproductive
Health Rights occurs at this stage) in the wellbeing of the young population.

Representative for the youth Mr Shamwil Hassan
calls on the mobilisation and meaningful engagement of young people for development, reduction
of violence and conflict resolution.
Young people are dynamic but neglected in participation. As long as they are considered end beneficiaries, Nigeria will be faced with challenges in
development. There is a need to mobilise youth to
prevent conflict in Nigeria, especially given the
Boko Haram conflict in the North East, as well as
other conflicts around Nigeria which have been
facilitated by young people.

MINISTER OF STATE FOR BUDGET
URGES MUSLIMS TO EMBRACE
FAMILY PLANNING
Also speaking on enabling environment to attain SDGs 4 & 5, Minister
of state for budget and National Planning, Mrs Zainab Ahmed urged
religious and Traditional leaders to advise their followers and subjects
to embrace family planning and child spacing. Mrs Ahmed said Islam
does not prohibit family planning but encourages followers of the
religion to have family they can cater for. She spoke on the Economic
Growth Recovery Plan of the federal government saying, one major
challenge that confronted government is the realisation that the
population was growing faster than the country's economic growth.
The minister said this informed government decision to introduce
social intervention, empowerment and protection scheme to ensure
that the population does not become a liability. She said so far, over
nine million people are beneficiaries of the scheme.
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MUSLIM LEADERS REITERATE
COMMITMENT TO REPRODUCTIVE
HEALTH OF WOMEN
Muslim religious and traditional rulers have emphasized, once again, the need to intensify and sustain advocacy in promoting reproductive health of women. This was part of the consensus yesterday at the beginning of a two day consultative forum tagged: ‘harnessing
demographic dividend for sustainable national development in Nigeria: the role of Muslim leaders.’
The consultative forum, organized by the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) in collaboration with the Nigeria Supreme Council for
Islamic Affairs (NSCIA) is predicated on increasing access to reproductive health services as a key pillar for achieving demographic
dividend in Nigeria.
In his good will message, the Sultan of Sokoto and President of NSCIA, Alhaji Muhammadu Sa’ad Abubakar III emphasized that
reproductive rights of women is not simply for the population control but safeguarding the health of women and ensuring a sustainable
family structure.
Similarly, the Sultan who was represented by the Emir of Shonga, HRH Alh (Dr) Haliru Yahaya mentioned that women should be encouraged to embrace family planning to enhance their reproductive health and welfare of the family. He noted that most Imams have come
to appreciate and embrace the importance of birth control in order to avoid producing children they cannot cater for.
The Sultan therefore urged the Imams to preach relevant verses of the Holy Quran for their followers to emulate the virtues of bringing
forth children they can cater for. Also speaking, the Emir of Keffi represented by Prof. Salisu Shehu prayed God to grant participants the
wisdom to contribute ideas that would enhance the educational rights and reproductive health of women.
On his part, representative of the Sultan Foundation for Peace and Development (SFPD), Alhaji Amin Imam said the foundation is a core
partner of the UNFPA and has recorded significant gains in promoting issues concerning women. He expressed optimism that the conference will come up with new approaches to sustain the gains so far made.
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UNFPA IDENTIFIES RELIGIOUS,
TRADITIONAL LEADERS AS KEY TO
REAP DEMOGRAPHIC DIVIDEND
Regional Director, UNFPA West and Central Regional office, Mabingue Ngom has
described religious and traditional rulers as very strategic in achieving demographic dividend.
In his opening remarks at the two day consultative forum on harnessing Demographic Dividend for sustainable national development in Nigeria, Mabingue
Ngom noted that the religious and traditional rulers are the ones who lead the
people at the community level and that this makes them very strategic in
driving the changes needed to attain the population structure that would
guarantee demographic dividend.
He cited Burkina Faso, Indonesia, and other countries where religious and
traditional rulers are taking the lead in this direction.
The UNFPA Regional Director noted that Nigeria is very central in achieving
Demographic Dividend in Africa in view of its expanding population with high
dependency ratio of young persons. Earlier, during proceedings, the Acting
Country Director of UNFPA, Dr Eugene Kongnyuy explained that demographic
dividend is the economic growth potential that would result from shift in a
population age structure, mainly when the share of the working population is
larger than the non working population.
He added that the youthful dependent population could be a liability rather
than an asset, if not properly managed to be productive. Further to this, In his
remarks, the Chairman, National Population Commission, Eze Duruiheoma SAN
expressed satisfaction with the zeal religious leaders are showing towards
ensuring that Nigeria reap demographic dividend. He however identifies education as key to achieving a more advantageous population structure.
A general consensus agreed on during proceedings was the existential importance advocating for educational foundation for girl child held for harnessing
the demographic dividend.
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Stake holders advocate solid educational foundation for the girl child
Various speakers at the consultative forum on harnessing demographic dividend agree on the need to lay a solid foundation for the
girl child through quality education and skill empowerment. In her
presentation Prof. Aisha Abdul-Ismail said educating the girl child
will ensure that she is well equipped to nurture the family and
contribute her quota to societal development. Also speaking on the
way forward for out of school children, Imam Abdul Rahman Ahmed
stressed on the fact that education must not be limited to four walls
of the classroom but also on skill acquisition. He said emphasis must
not be placed on paper qualification but on competence. Another
speaker, Alhaji Sarafadeen the Aliaghan tasked faith based organisations to make their place a practical training ground to firmly impact
knowledge on the young ones so that they can be more responsible
in the society. Also, speaking on Tsangaya and Almajiri system of
education, Prof. Salisu Shehu called for intervention to broaden the
curriculum of the Tsangaya schools, upgrading of facilities and to
ensure adequate funding.
In another session on girl child education, Prof. Aisha Abdul-Ismail
called for end to early child marriage to check out of school syndrome
and reduce maternal mortality. She subsequently reiterated that the
girl child should rather be educated and empowered to play her role
as natural care giver and impact on the family and the society at
large.
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MEDIA INTERACTIONS WITH
EMIRS AND CHIEFS
The convergence of the about 200 Islamic leaders in the fct the
nation's capital is primarily aimed at discussing one of the set backs to
Nigeria's growth and development.
At the opening of the conference which on the theme: Harnessing
Demographic Dividend (DD) for Sustainable Development of Nigeria:
The Role of Muslim Religious Leaders the acting country reprentatives
unfpa Dr Eugene Kongnyuy says the conference is aimed at building
the capacity of Islamic leaders on ensuring that more people within
the working age are gainfully employed the country will be better for
it . He stressed that if those within the Working ages of 15 and 65 have
the right skills, education and their is work for them to do their lives
will improve, while adding that If there are more dependent people
life will be difficult.
Dr kongnyuy roles out the objectives of the conference to include:
•
promoting the appreciation of reproductive health
•
fight against child marriage
•
illucidate religious leaders perspective.
On the sideline of the conference is a briefing by the regional director
unfpa Dr Mobingwe Ngom and top traditional leaders led by the emir
of songha Emir of Dr Haliru Yahaya who represented the sultan, the
Ona of abaji Adamu inusa and the representative of the emir of Kano,
Madakin Kano Yusuf nahani.

In his brief the RD unfpa Dr Ngom challenged the religious and
traditional leader on the to check uncontrollable birth, he says the
more the population the more basic and social infrastructure required
provide by relevant authorities. He noted that what is paramount is the
provision of education, healthcare services to every child particularly
the girl child. He insisted that leaders at all levels must have a
workable action towards ensuring that women deliver at health centre
as that will reduce instances of marternal and child mortality. On
combatting social ills the RD says Nigeria must deal with the issue o
population growth because when their numerous number of children
without commensurate resources to adequately cater for them the end
result is that they will take to crimes and criminality.
On his part the the emir of Songha Dr Haliru Yahaya agreed strongly
with the position of unfpa as he assured of the religious and traditional
leaders commitment to tackling population growth by ensuring that
incessant divorce among couples is reduced, also ensuring that couples
agree to have a certain number of children they can provide for, he
added that anyone who produce children and is unable provide for
them has committed sin. He agreed that educating the girl child and
providing them with reproductive health knowledge will go wrong
way in tackling marternal mortality, poverty and social ills. The Emir
assures that actionable steps will be taken to address the myriads of
challenges facing population out burst by Islamic and traditional
leaders.
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UNFPA CANVASSES MASSIVE
INVESTMENT IN YOUTH
Government at all level have been urged to put youth at the center
of its policies and programmes so as to enhance their capacity to
contribute to national development. Speaking at a session on youth
empowerment, Regional Director, UNFPA west and regional office,
Mabingue Ngom said the youth are very strategic for the future of
Africa and should therefore be given a place in the scheme of things.
He said lack of investment in the youth has led to most them undertaking the dangerous journey through the desert and ocean to seek
greener pasture abroad. Also speaking at the session, Alhaji's Kunkle
Sani said mobilizing youth for national development is pivotal
solution to ending youth restiveness and creating opportunities.

PANELISTS DISCUSS ON
CHILD MARRIAGE
In another session on girl child education, Prof. Aisha Abdul-Ismail called for end to early child marriage to check out of school
syndrome and reduce martens mortality. She said the girl child
should rather be educated and empowered to her play her role as
natural care giver and impact on the family and the society at
large.
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MEETING THE MINISTERS:
In another development UNFPA Regional Director also paid courtesy call on the Minister of Women Affairs and Social development Hajiya Aisha
Jummai Alhassan in her office, the Honorable Minister expressed her delight on the visit and thanked the agency for supporting the government
on launching of the ending child marriage and the support to the Chibok girls. Today she said “the lives of those girls is made different through
quality education with funding support from UNFPA, as a mother to the girls I’m most grateful” she added.
The Regional Director, Mabingue Ngom thanked her for receiving him and his team and for all the support through partnership the ministry is
undertaking.
She assured the UNFPA team to continue to be a strong advocate even after she leaves the office and move to a new endeavor. Shortly
afterwards, the Regional Director and the UNFPA team visited the Hon. Minister of Budget and National Planning. Hajiya Zainab Ahmed Shamsuna the Minister State expressed the satisfaction in works conducted by UNFPA in the country, and consequently reckoned that the Islamic
Religious conference on Harnessing Demographic Dividend with Religious and Traditional Leaders is a good call that will draw awareness on
women and youth issues. She said with the high fertility rate in the North of Nigeria with high maternal mortality, it was good that such discussions were being held with salient custodians of culture. She expressed satisfaction at the fact that the religious leaders
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EXTRACT OF CALL TO ACTION OF THE CONSULTATIVE FORUM
ON HARNESSING DEMOGRAPHIC DIVIDEND FOR
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN NIGERIA
12 – 13 SEPTEMBER 2018
1.

We, the Muslim Religious Leaders (MRLs) in Nigeria, agree on how we can contribute to accelerating the process of
harnessing the demographic dividends in Nigeria, by increasing access to reproductive health services to secure a better
future for the women, girls and youths of our dear country and build an innovative partnership to ensure their empowerment through increased access to Reproductive Health Services as a key pillar for achieving the Demographic
Dividends;

2.

Bearing in mind that our contribution to youth employment, investments, resource development, productivity and
savings to harness the Demographic Dividends is at the heart of our God-given responsibilities as leaders; and that the
empowerment of young people, including girls, particularly benefits all. Consequently, we call on all religious leaders to
support the country’s road map for harnessing the potential of young people through education, skills development,
training, conflict resolution, peace, love and the desire to serve humanity;

3.

Cognisant of the important role and influence that we as Muslim religious leaders have in building moral and ethical
values, shaping opinions through our messages, driving consensus and affecting decisions of the country, states, local
governments, communities and individuals alike, particularly of women and young people and the overwhelming
confirmation as further demonstrated by the examples shared from various states and local governments of the
country, through our deliberations with policy makers, other religious and traditional leaders, experts and other
stakeholders of our on-going role in increasing access to education and reproductive health services including strategies
to reduce maternal mortality;
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4.

Concerned with the erosion of family values, low inclusion of young people in development, weak linkage
between economic empowerment and employment, and the high rate of conflicts and internally displaced
persons and their vulnerability across the country and its neighbourhoods and the impact of insurgency and
natural disasters on maternal and neo-natal health services;

5.

Also concerned about the low level of access to quality health services including reproductive health services
and the attendant high level of maternal mortality, unmet need for child spacing services and information
and the high rate of gender-based violence including harmful practices, exposure to illicit sex and their
impact on the moral and socio-economic development of the country.

6.

We acknowledge that health is a blessing from God and some of our common responsibilities are to encourage the removal of socio-cultural barriers to health services especially reproductive health services;

7.

We welcome, encourage and celebrate initiatives by Muslim Religious Leaders and Muslim Faith-Based
Organisations within our country as they contribute significantly to the provision of health services including reproductive health services and information through advocacy for policies and laws on health services,
building health facilities, training health professionals and contributing to the health and empowerment of
women and adolescent girls; and we praise them for their commitments and efforts to educate and
empower youth as a major contribution towards harnessing the demographic dividends and achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals at the global level, and development plan at the national and state levels;

8.

We further condemn the manipulation of religious text, wrong indoctrination of youth and abuse of women
and children that manifest through terrorist acts and call on all, especially Muslim Religious Leaders, to work
in partnership in addressing the issue of countering violent extremism, radicalization and terrorism in the
country and to combat hatred and hate speeches, prejudice, intolerance and stereotyping on the basis of
religion and culture and protect young people from the factors that make them vulnerable to these acts
including drug abuse and trafficking;

9.

We commit to act as opinion leaders and role models in the provision and acceptability of reproductive
health services to accelerate the achievement of zero Maternal, Child and Adolescent mortality rates and to
play an active role in community leadership and engagement towards development;

10.

We affirm the need to promote Inter and Intra-religious dialogue at the local, state, national and regional
levels, harmony and cooperation in Africa to contribute to peace and meaningful socio-economic development;

11.

We call on the country’s neighbouring states; UNFPA, the UN system and other partners such as the African
Union, the Wife of the President and the Wives of Governors, the Islamic Development Bank, the African
Development Bank (AfDB) and the private sector to scale-up and strengthen their relationship with Muslim
Faith-Based organisations on expanding access to reproductive health services by mobilizing investments
for youth in order to harness the demographic dividends;

12.

We request the Nigerian Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs and other Faith Based Organisations in collaboration with UNFPA to mobilize additional resources to support advocacy efforts of Muslim Faith-Based
Leaders and organisations in the implementation of their action plan;
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13.

We respectfully invite His Excellency, the President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria to bring the outcomes of our
consultation to the attention of regional and global organisations such as ECOWAS, African Union and to the United
Nations General Assembly and in addition propose to the Security Council the theme of youth and demographic
dividends for stability, peace, security and development;

14.

We commit to implement the ideas shared during the consultation meeting through an action plan 2019-2022 to be
developed aimed at social and behavior change to increase access to health services including reproductive health in
order to contribute to achievement of zero maternal mortality, zero unmet need for child spacing, and zero
gender-based violence consistent with UNFPA’s Strategic Plan 2017-2021;

15.

We pledge to act to accelerate harnessing the demographic dividends for sustainable development in our various
communities, local governments and states;

16.

Harnessing the demographic dividends requires the establishment of partnerships with a broad spectrum of stakeholders including Muslim Religious Leaders who will complement the efforts of government, and maximize inter-sectoral
linkages. As a leading driver of community and religious values, we believe that religious leaders are best placed to
drive and support the government of Nigeria and development partners to harness the demographic dividends.

17.

We call on government at all levels to:
i) Provide the enabling environment through policies, laws and budgetary requirements for harnessing
demographic dividends especially through access to quality health services including reproductive health
and to moblise young people and strengthen women’s participation in national and sub-national development;
ii) To strengthen “Tsangaya” systems and practices to contribute to functional education and vocational skills
for national development while ensuring empowerment of both boys and girls and;
iii) Partner with religious leaders for harnessing demographic dividends at all levels especially at community
level.

18.

Finally, we also call on government and development partners to employ innovative ways of continuous engagement
of religious leaders through through capacity building, consultations and support for religious leaders’ led community
interventions for harnessing the demographic dividends.
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More photos available here: https://goo.gl/GgKQqJ
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More photos available here: https://goo.gl/GgKQqJ
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Delivering a world where every
pregnancy is wanted, every child birth
is safe and every young person’s
potential is fulfilled
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