UNFPA and KOICA partnering with communities in Borno State to end gender based violence
The Corona Virus pandemic has been described as unprecedented due to its impact on normal activities globally.
To reduce the spread of the COVID-19 virus, there was a global lockdown, an interconnected world filled with
dynamism came to a standstill, flights, businesses and institutions, including schools and markets were all shut
down.
People on every continent were forced to stay at home and incorporate the World Health Organisation’s (WHO)
preventive measures into their daily lives so as to reduce the transmission of the virus.
In times, such as these women are girls are the ones most affected, the ones that have to pay a high price. They
are at higher risk of gender-based violence, including intimate partner violence and other forms of domestic
violence due to increased tensions in the home. For extended period, children are not in school and parents are
not working or working remotely from home and as the tension increases, even the slightest provocation often
leads to an increase in incidents of domestic violence against women and girls. During Covid19 gender based
violence spiked all over the world, including in Nigeria.
The increase in gender based violence is recognised as the ‘Shadow Pandemic’ is being observed across the globe
and Nigeria is no exception as cases of rape and domestic violence were reported across the country on various
media platforms. While Gender based violence was occurring pre the COVID-19 pandemic, the pandemic has
exacerbated its impact on families and communities, also in North East Nigeria.
The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) under its humanitarian programme ensured that essential
services such as GBV and SRH was not halted. In partnership with KOICA, (INSERT FULL NAME) UNFPA continues
to deliver medical and mental health and psychosocial support services to women and girl affected by sexual
and gender based violence in the IDPs Camp and the host Communities in Borno State.
UNFPA humanitarian programme with support from KOICA continues to impact positively the lives of women
and young adolescent girls in Borno in keeping the health systems functioning, and also maintaining the
provision of sexual and reproductive health and rights information and services, while protecting their lives and
that of the health care providers from COVID-19.
The provision of these critical services will no doubt reduce the rates of maternal mortality and morbidity,
unintended pregnancies, teenage pregnancies, unsafe abortions, HIV and sexually transmitted infections (STIs) ,
thereby contributing to the achievement of UNFPA three transformative goals, zero preventable maternal
deaths, zero unmet need for family planning and zero gender based violence and harmful practices. The
programme specifically support the distribution of dignity kits, and raise awareness about the prevention of
GBV. Approximately, 5,299 community members from three LGAs with a population of over a million were
reached with the required services. They were also reached with key GBV messages on prevention/mitigation,
access to services as well as COVID-19 infection prevention and control.
Among the beneficiaries were 1,329 survivors of violence. Other community members were reached with needbased assistance while culturally-sensitive groups received individual psychosocial support in UNFPA supported
safe spaces and women empowerment centre in the Maiduguri Metropolitan Council, Jere and Konduga LGAs.
Some of the women have shown their strength and courage by attending sessions on GBV Prevention presently
being conducted at Camps, where they tell their story and in doing that, tell other women there is support
available and offer them hope of a different path.

Information dissemination session with IDP women in Gubio IDP Camp Safe Space for Women and Girls

Information dissemination session on fistula prevention and access to care in Farm Centre IDP camp
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